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Microsoft Exchange hack caused by China, U.S. and allies say 


By ERIC TUCKER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The Biden administration and West- 
ern allies formally blamed China on Monday for a mas- 
sive hack of Microsoft Exchange email server software 
and asserted that criminal hackers associated with the 
Chinese government have carried out ransomware and 
other illicit cyber operations. 
The announcements, though not accompanied by sanc- 
tions against the Chinese government, were intended 
as a forceful condemnation of activities a senior Biden 
administration official described as part of a “pattern of 
irresoonsible behavior in cyberspace.” They highlighted 
the ongoing threat from Chinese hackers even as the 
administration remains consumed with trying to curb ran- 
somware attacks from Russia-based syndicates that have 
targeted critical infrastructure. 
The broad range of cyberthreats from Beijing disclosed 
on Monday included a ransomware attack from govern- 
ment-affillated hackers that has targeted victims — in- 
cluding in the U.S. — with demands for millions of dollars. 
U.S officials also alleged that criminal contract hackers 
associated with China's Ministry of State Security have 
engaged in cyber extortion schemes and theft for their 
own profit. 

Continued on Page 2 
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In this Jan. 28, 2020, file photo, a Microsoft computer is among items displayed at a Microsoft store 
in suburban Boston. 
Associated Press 
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Microsoft Exchange hack caused by China, U.S. and allies say 


Continued from Front 


Meanwhile, the Justice De- 
partment on Monday an- 
nounced charges against 
four Chinese — nationals 
who prosecutors said were 
working with the MSS in a 
hacking campaign that 
targeted dozens of com- 
puter systems, including 
companies, Universities 
and government entities. 
The defendants are ac- 
cused of stealing trade se- 
crets and confidential busi- 
ness information. 

Unlike in April, when public 
finger-pointing of Russian 
hacking was paired with 
a raft of sanctions against 
Moscow, the Biden admin- 
istration did not announce 
any actions against Bel- 
jing. Nonetheless, a senior 
administration official who 
briefed reporters said that 
the U.S. has confronted 
senior Chinese — officials 
and that the White House 
regards the multination 
shaming as sending an im- 
portant message. 

President Joe Biden told re- 
porters “the investigation’s 
not finished,” and White 
House press secretary Jen 
Psaki did not rule out conse- 
quences for China, saying, 
“This is not the conclusion 
of our efforts as it relates to 
cyber activities with China 
or Russia.” 

Even without fresh sanc- 
tions, Monday’s actions 
are likely to exacerbate 
tensions with China at a 
delicate time. Just last 
week, the U.S. issued sepa- 
rate stark warnings against 
transactions with entities 
that operate in China's 
western Xinjiang region, 
where China is accused of 
repressing Uyghur Muslims 
and other minorities. 

Then on Friday, the admin- 
istration advised American 
firms of the deteriorating 
investment and commer- 
cial environment in Hong 


Kong, where China has 
been cracking down on 
democratic freedoms _ it 
had pledged to respect in 


A man looks at his smartphone as he walks by the Microsoft office 


state-backed groups was a 
reckless but familiar pattern 
of behaviour,” U.K. Foreign 
Secretary Dominic Raab 
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ficial said was “the kind of 
aggressive behavior that 
we're seeing coming out of 
China.” 


a 


in Beijing, China on Friday, Aug. 


7, 2020. A man looks at his smartphone as he walks by the Microsoft office in Beijing, China on 


Friday, Aug. 7, 2020. 


the former British colony. 
The European Union and 
Britain also called out Chi- 
na. The EU said malicious 
cyber activities with “signifi- 
cant effects” that targeted 
government institutions, 
political organizations and 
key industries in the bloc’s 
27 member states could be 
linked to Chinese hacking 
groups. 

The U.K.’s National Cyber 
Security Centre said the 
groups targeted maritine 
industries and naval de- 
fense contractors in the U.S. 
and Europe and the Finnish 
parliament. 

In a statement, EU foreign 
policy chief Josep Borrell 
said the hacking was “con- 
ducted from the territory of 
China for the purpose of 
intellectual property theft 
and espionage.” 

The Microsoft Exchange 
cyberattack “by Chinese 


sald. 

NATO, in its first public Con- 
demnation of China for 
hacking activities, called 
on Beijing to uphold its in- 
ternational commitments 
and obligations “and to 
act responsibly in the inter- 
national system, including 
in cyberspace.” 

The alliance said it was de- 
termined to “actively de- 
ter, defend against and 
counter the full soectrum of 
cyber threats.” 

That hackers affiliated with 
the Ministry of State Secu- 
rity were engaged in ran- 
somware was — surprising 
and concerning to the U.S. 
government, the senior ad- 
ministration official said. 

But the attack, in which 
an unidentified American 
company received a high- 
dollar ransom demand, 
also gave U.S. officials new 
insight into what the of- 


Associated Press 


The majority of the most 
damaging and high-profile 
recent ransomware_ al- 
tacks have involved Rus- 
sian criminal gangs. 
Though the U.S. has some- 
times seen connections be- 
tween Russian intelligence 
agencies and_ individual 
hackers, the use of crimi- 
nal contract hackers by 
the Chinese government 
“to Conduct unsanctioned 
cyber operations globally Is 
distinct,” the official said. 
Dmitri Aloerovitch, the for- 
mer chief technology of- 
ficer of the cybersecurity 
firm Crowdstrike, said the 
announcement makes 
clear that MSS contractors 
who for years have worked 
for the government and 
conducted operations on 
their behalf have over time 
decided — either with the 
approval or the “blind eye 
of their bosses” — to “start 


moonlighting and engag- 
ing in other activities that 
could put money in their 


pocke's.” 
The Microsoft Exchange 
hack that months ago 


compromised tens of thou- 
sands of computers around 
the world was swiftly attrib- 
uted to Chinese cyber spies 
by private sector groups. 
An administration — official 
said the government's attri- 
bution to hackers affiliated 
with the Ministry of State Se- 
curity took until now in part 
because of the discovery 
of the ransomware and for- 
profit hacking operations 
and because the adminis- 
tration wanted to pair the 
announcement with guid- 
ance for businesses about 
tactics that the Chinese 
have been using. 

Given the scope of the at- 
tack, Alperovitch said _ it 
was “puzzling” that the U.S. 
avoided sanctions. 

“They certainly deserve it, 
and at this point, it’s be- 
coming a glaring standout 
that we have not,” he said. 
He added, in a reference 
to a large Russian cyberes- 
pionage operation discov- 
ered late last year, “There's 
no question that the Ex- 
change hacks have been 
more reckless, more dan- 
gerous and more disruptive 
than anything the Russians 
have done in SolarWinds. 

A spokesperson for the Chi- 
nese Embassy in Washing- 
ton did not immediately re- 
turn an email seeking com- 
ment Monday. 

But a Chinese Foreign Min- 
istry sookesperson has pre- 
viously deflected blame 
for the Microsoft Exchange 
hack, saying that China 
“firmly opposes and com- 
bats cyber attacks and 
cyber theft in all forms” 
and cautioning that at- 
tribution of cyberattacks 
should be based on evi- 
dence and not “groundless 
accusations.) 
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Watchdog: Ross misled on reason for citizenship question 
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By MIKE SCHNEIDER 
Associated Press 

President Donald Trump's 
commerce secretary mis- 
led Congress about why 
he sought to add a citizen- 
shio question to the 2020 
Census, according to an 
investigation from the Of- 
fice of Insoector General, 
but President Joe Biden’s 
Justice Department has 
decided not to prosecute. 
The watchdog agency's 
probe showed that Wilbur 
Ross misrepresented the 
reason for adding a citizen- 
shio question to the cen- 
sus Questionnaire during 
two appearances before 
House committees in March 
2018, according to a letter 
sent last week To cCongres- 
sional leaders by Inspector 
General Peggy Gustafson. 
It is a federal crime to make 
false statements before 
Congress. The results of the 
inspector general's investi- 
gation were presented to 
the Department of Justice, 
but department attorneys 
declined prosecution, the 
letter said. 

The Department of Jus- 
tice on Monday declined 
to comment. No one an- 
swered the phone Monday 
at a Palm Beach, Florida 
number listed for Ross nor 
resoonded to an emailed 
inquiry. The Supreme Court 
eventually blocked adda- 
ing the query ahead of the 
2020 census, but critics say 





In this March 10, 2020, file photo, Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross testifies before a House 
Appropriations subcommittee on Capitol Hill, in Washington. 


that by pursuing the citizen- 
shio question, the Trump 
administration sought to 
suppress participation by 
noncitizens and minorities 
in the nation’s once-a-de- 
cade nead count. 

According to critics, the 
citizenship question was 
inspired by the late Repub- 
lican redistricting expert 
Tom Hofeller, who had pre- 
viously written that using 
citizen voting-age Ppopu- 
lation instead of the total 
population for the purpose 
of redrawing of congressio- 
nal and legislative districts 
could be advantageous 


to Republicans and non- 
Hispanic whites. 

The  insoector general 
probe was launched _ in 
2019 at the request of 
Democratic congressio- 
nal leaders who said they 
were concerned that the 
Trump administration had 
hidden the role of the Re- 
publican redistricting ex- 
pert while trying to add 
a citizenship question to 
the census questionnaire. 
The Commerce Depart- 
ment oversees the Census 
Bureau, which compiles 
and crunches the numbers 
used to determine political 


Garland bars prosecutors from seizing 
reporters’ records 


By E. TUCKER/M. BALSAMO 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON (AP) — At- 
torney General Merrick 
Garland on Monday for- 
mally prohibited federal 
prosecutors from. seizing 
the records of journalists 
in leak investigations, with 
limited exceptions, revers- 
ing years of department 
policy. The new policy 
largely codifies the com- 
mitment Garland made 
In June, when he said the 
Justice Department would 
abandon the practice of 
seizing reporters’ records 
In leak investigations. It 
aims to resolve a politically 


thorny issue that has long 
vexed Justice Department 
prosecutors trying to weigh 
the media's First Amend- 
ment rights against gov- 
ernment’s desire to pro- 
tect classified information. 
But the memo makes clear 
that federal prosecutors 
can, in some cases, seize 
journalists’ records, includ- 
Ing if the reporters are 
susoected of working for 
agents of a foreign power 
or terrorist organizations. 
There is also an exception 
for situations with imminent 
risks, like kidnappings or 
crimes against children. 

Garland was moved fo 


act following an outcry 
over revelations that the 
department during the 
Trump administration had 
obtained records belong- 
Ing to journalists at The 
Washington Post, CNN 
and The New York Times as 
part of investigations into 
who had disclosed gov- 
ernment secrets related 
to the Russia investigation 
and other national secu- 
rity matters. 

Garland’s announcement 
came after President Joe 
Biden said he would not 
allow the Justice Depart- 
ment to seize journal- 
ists’ phone records and 


Associated Press 


power and the distribution 
of federal funds. 

The inspector general's 
report confirmed the con- 
clusions of a congressional 
investigation about the 
Trump administration's “‘ille- 
gal efforts” to add a citizen- 
shio question to the census, 
said U.S. Rep. Carolyn B. 
Maloney, chairwoman of 
the Committee on Over- 
sight and Reform. 

“Lying to Congress is unac- 
ceptable, and the IG did 
the right thing by referring 
Secretary Ross’s conduct 
to the Justice Depart- 
ment,” said Maloney, D-NY. 





“It is appalling that the 
Trump Administration sub- 
jected an undertaking as 
important as the decennial 
census to brazen political 
manipulation.” 

The inspector general in- 
vestigation was unable 
to establish that Hofeller 
played a major role in the 
attempt to add the citizen- 
shio question fo the cen- 
sus form, Gustafson’s letter 
said. 

During his congressional 
testimony, Ross _ testified 
that the Department of Jus- 
tice requested adding the 
citizenship question to the 
census form in late 2017 for 
the puroose of enforcing 
federal voting rights law. 
But the inspector general 
probe said that “misrepre- 
sented the full rationale” 
since Wilbur's staff had 
been communicating with 
the Department of Justice 
many months before the 
request was made. 

The evidence suggested 
that the Commerce De- 
partment requested and 
played a part in drafting 
the Department of Justice 
request, the inspector gen- 
eral probe found. 

A memorandum Ross sent 
to Commerce Department 
officials said he had been 
considering adding the citi- 
zenship question soon after 
Trump appointed him to 
lead the department, ac- 
cording to the probe.L) 





In this June 25, 2021 file photo, Attorney General Merrick Gar- 
land speaks during a news conference on voting rights at the 
Department of Justice in Washington. 


emails, calling the prac- 
tice “wrong.” Since then, 
Garland and other senior 
Justice Department staff- 
ers have met with repre- 
sentatives of news media 
organizations, with both 


Associated Press 


sides agreeing on the 
need for new department 
policies. Garland has also 
said he would support 
federal legislation to add 
additional protections for 
journalists. 
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Capitol rioter who breached Senate gets 8 months for felony 


By MICHAEL TARM 

AP Legal Affairs Writer 

A Florida man who 
breached the U.S. Senate 
chamber carrying a Trump 
campaign flag was sen- 
tenced Monday to eight 
months behind bars, the 
first resolution for a felony 
case in the Capitol insur- 
rection. 

Paul Allard Hodgkins apol- 
ogized and said he was 
ashamed of his actions 
on Jan 6. Speaking calmly 
from a prepared text, he 
described being caught 
Up in the euphoria as he 
walked down Washing- 
ton’s most famous avenue, 
then followed a crowd of 
hundreds into the Capitol. 
“If | had any idea that the 
orotest ... would escalate 
(the way) it did ... | would 
never have ventured far- 
ther than the sidewalk of 
Pennsylvania AVenue,” 
Hodgkins told the judge. He 
added: “This was a foolish 
decision on my part.” 
Prosecutors had asked 
for Hodgkins to serve 18 
months behind bars, saying 
in a recent filing that he, 
“like each rioter, contribut- 
ed to the collective threat 
to democracy” by forcing 
lawmakers to temporarily 
abandon their certification 
of Joe Biden's 2020 election 
victory over President Don- 
ald Trump and to scramble 





In this file image from U.S. Capitol Police video, Paul Allard Hodgkins, 38, of Tampa, Fla., front, 
stands in the well on the floor of the U.S. Senate on Jan. 6, 2021, at the Capitol in Washington. 


for shelter from incoming 
mobs. 

IN pronouncing the sen- 
tence, Judge Randolph 
Moss said that Hodgkins 
had played a role, if not 
as significant as others, in 
one of the worst episodes 
in American history. Still he 
chose to give Hodgkins a 
year less in prison. 

“That was not, by any 
stretch of the imagination, 
a protest,’ Moss said. “It 
was ... an assault on de- 
mocracy.” He added: “It 
left a stain that will remain 
on us ... on the country for 


years fo come.” 

The sentencing could set 
the bar for punishments 
of hundreds of other de- 
fendants as they decide 
whether to accept plea 
deals or go to trial. Hodgkins 
and others are accused of 
serious crimes but were not 
indicted, as some others 
were, for roles in larger con- 
spiracies. Under an agree- 
ment with prosecutors, he 
pleaded guilty last month 
to one count of obstruct- 
ing an official proceeding, 
which carries a maximum 
20-year prison sentence. 


Associated Press 


IN exchange, prosecu- 
tors agreed to drop lesser 
charges, including entering 
a restricted building and 
disorderly conduct. 
Assistant U.S. Attorney 
Mona Sedky said that, 
while Hodgkins didn’t en- 
gage in violence himself, 
he walked among many 
who did in what she called 
“the ransacking of the Peo- 
ple’s House.” And as he 
walked by smashed police 
barriers, he could see the 
smoke of tear gas and the 
chaos ahead of him. 
“What does he do?¢” she 


asked the court. “He walks 
toward it. He doesn’t walk 
away.” 

She added that Hodgkins 
was in the midst of ad mob 
that forced lawmakers to 
seek shelter and some con- 
gressional staffers to hide in 
fear, locked in officers as 
hundreds swept through 
the building. Those in fear 
for their lives that day will, 
she said, “bear emotional 
scars for many years if not 
forever.” 

Hodgkins was never ac- 
cused of assaulting any- 
one or damaging property. 
And prosecutors said he 
deserves some leniency for 
taking responsibility almost 
immediately and plead- 
ing guilty to the obstruction 
charge.But they also noted 
how he boarded a bus in 
his hometown of Tampa 
bound for a Jan. 6 Trump 
rally carrying rope, pro- 
tective goggles and latex 
gloves in a backpack say- 
ing that demonstrated he 
came to Washington pre- 
pared for violence.Video 
footage shows Hodgkins 
wearing a Trump 2020 T- 
shirt, the flag flung over his 
shoulder and eye goggles 
around his neck, inside the 
Senate. He took a selfie with 
a self-described shaman in 
a horned helmet and other 
rioters on the dais behind 
him.) 


Chief: Bomb squad caused Los Angeles fireworks explosion 


By STEFANIE DAZIO 
Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Los 
Angeles bomb © techni- 
cians grossly miscalculated 
the weight of homemade 
fireworks last month when 
they detonated them in 
a containment chamber, 
causing a catastrophic ex- 
plosion that injured 17 peo- 
ple and rocked a neigh- 
borhood, the police chief 
said Monday. Chief Michel 
Moore said five members 
of the department's bomb 
squad have beenremoved 
from field duties as the in- 
vestigation continues. They 
could face discipline. The 
explosion was highly un- 
usual, officials say, and has 
prompted the Los Angeles 
Police Department and FBI 


to review police protocols 
regarding the detonation 
of explosives. The Police 
Department is now requir- 
ing a captain to sign off on 
detonations, in addition to 
the two bomb technicians 
and a supervisor who are 






works are illegal 


already required. Residents 
in the neighborhood have 
called for accountability 
and asked why some peo- 
ple were still in their homes, 
despite a door-to-door 
evacuation order.  Fire- 
to sell or 


= 


Ee 


In this July 1, 2021 file photo Police officers walk past the remains 
of an armored Los Angeles Police Department tractor-trailer, 
after illegal fireworks seized at a South Los Angeles home 


exploded, in South Los Angeles. 


Associated Press 


possess in Los Angeles and 
In Unincorporated areas of 
the county. 

The explosion came after 
police had spent the day 
disposing of thousands 
of pounds (kilograms) of 
commercial-grade fire- 
works that were found in 
a South Los Angeles home 
following an early-morning 
tio. Those fireworks were 
detonated at an off-site 
location. However, — of- 
ficers also found home- 
made fireworks that were 
leaking and the bomb 
squad decided fo deto- 
nate them in the neighbor- 
hood believing they were 
too unstable to transport 
elsewhere. They examined 
them by X-ray and robotics 
and loaded them into the 


detonation chamber, of- 
ficially called a total con- 
tainment vessel. The bomb 
technicians without using 
a scale, as is allowed by 
Los Angeles police proce- 
dures to avoid additional 
handling of the unstable 
devices estimated the 
weight of the homemade 
explosives and a counter- 
charge to be about 16.5 
pounds (7.5 kilograms). 
Federal authorities who 
weighed the remains after 
the blast calculated that 
the weight was actually 
more than 42 pounds (19 
kilograms). 

The smaller explosives were 
actually 1.37 ounces (38.9 
grams) and the larger ones 
were about 5 ounces (142 
grams).L] 
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Canada fo let vaccinated U.S. 


By ROB GILLIES 

Associated Press 

TORONTO (AP) — Canada 
announced Monday It will 
begin letting fully vaccinat- 
ed U.S. citizens into Can- 
ada on Aug. 9, and those 
from the rest of the world 


on Sept. 7. 
Officials said the 14-day 
quarantine requirement 


will be waived as of Aug. 
9 for eligible travelers who 
are currently residing in the 
United States and have 
received qa full course of 
a COVID-19 vaccine ap- 
proved for use in Canada. 
Public Safety Minister Bill 
Blair, who said he spoke 
with U.S. Homeland Security 
Secretary Alejandro Mayor- 
kas on Friday, said the U.S. 
has not yet indicated any 
plan to change current 
restrictions at the land bor- 
der. Canadians are able 
to fly into the United States 
with a negative COVID-19 
Test. 

Asked in Washington if the 
U.S. would reciprocate, 
White House press secre- 
tary Jen Psaki said, “We 
are continuing to review 
our travel restrictions. Any 
decisions about resuming 
travel will be guided by our 
public health and medical 
experts. ... | wouldn't look 
at it through a reciprocal 
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In this March 16, 2020, file photo, vehicles enter the Detroit-Windsor Tunnel in Detroit to travel to 


Canada. 


intention.” 

Canadian officials also an- 
nounced that children who 
aren't vaccinated but are 
travelling with vaccinat- 
ed parents won't have to 
quarantine, but will have to 
avoid group activities. 
Transport Minister Omar AI- 
ghabra also said a ban on 
direct flights from India will 
be extended to Aug. 21 
because of the delta vari- 
ant. “The situation in India is 
still very serious,” he said. 


Trudeau said last week that 
Canada could start allow- 
ing fully vaccinated Ameri- 
cans into the country as of 
mid-August for nonessen- 
tial travel and should be in 
a position to welcome fully 
vaccinated travelers from 
all countries by early Sep- 
tember. 

Canada leads G20 coun- 
tries in vaccination rates, 
with approximately 80% of 
eligible Canadians vacci- 
nated with their first dose 


Associated Press 


and over 50% of those eli- 
gible fully vaccinated. 
In the early days of the 


pandemic, the U.S. and 
Canadian governments 
closed the more than 


5,900-mile (8,800-kilometer) 
border to nonessential traf- 
fic. With increasing vaccli- 
nation rates and dropping 
infection rates, some were 
annoyed the two govern- 
ments hadn't laid out plans 
to fully reopen the border. 

Canada began easing 


citizens enter country on Aug. 9 


its restrictions earlier this 
month, allowing fully vac- 
cinated Canadians or per- 
manent legal residents to 
return Canada without 
quarantining. But among 
the requirements are a 
negative test for the virus 
before returning, and an- 
other once they get back. 
Pressure has been mount- 
ing on Canada to contin- 
ue to ease the restrictions 
at the border, which have 
been in effect since March 
2020. Providing exemp- 
tions for travel into Canada 
amid the pandemic Is polit- 
ically sensitive and Trudeau 
is expected to call a feder- 
al election next month. 
Canadian officials have 
said they would like 75% 
of eligible Canadian resi- 
dents to be fully vaccinat- 
ed before loosening bor- 
der restrictions for tourists 
and business travelers. The 
Canadian government ex- 
pects fo have enough vac- 
cine delivered for 80% of el- 
igible Canadians to be fully 
vaccinated by the end of 
July. The U.S. only allowed 
for exports of vaccines into 
Canada in early May. 
Commercial traffic has 
gone back and forth nor- 
mally between the two 
countries since the start of 
the pandemic. LJ 


U.N. rights chief alarmed by reported use of powerful spyware 


BERLIN (AP) — The United 
Nations’ human — rights 
chief voiced alarm Mon- 
day over the reported use 
of military-grade malware 
from __Israel-based NSO 
Group to spy on journalists, 
human rights activists and 
political dissidents. 

U.N. High Commissioner 
for Human Rights Michelle 
Bachelet's comments 
came after an investiga- 
tion by a global media 
consortium based on 
leaked targeting data pro- 
vided further evidence of 
the malware’s use. 

“Revelations regarding 
the apparent widespread 


the worst fears about the 
potential misuse of surveil- 
lance technology to ille- 
gally undermine people’s 
human rights,” Bachelet 
said in a statement re- 
leased in Geneva. 

Given that that software 
and others “enable ex- 
tremely deep _ intrusions 
into people’s devices, re- 
sulting in insights into alll 
aspects of their lives, their 
use can only ever be jus- 
tified in the context of in- 
vestigations info serious 
crimes and grave security 
threats,” she said. 

“If the recent allegations 
about the use of Pegasus 


use of the Pegasus soft- 
ware to spy on journalists, 
human rights defenders, 
politicians and others in 
a variety of countries are 
extremely alarming, and 
seem to confirm some of 


are even partly true, then 
that red line has been 
crossed again and again 
with total impunity.” 

From a list of more than 
50,000 cellohone numbers 
obtained by the Paris- 


based journalism nonprofit 
Forbidden Stories and the 
human rights group Am- 
nesty International and 
shared with 16 news or- 
ganizations, journalists 
were able to identify more 
than 1,000 individuals in 
50 countries who were al- 
legedly selected by NSO 
clients for potential sur- 
veillance. They include 
189 journalists, more than 
600 politicians and gov- 
ernment officials, at least 
65 business executives, 85 
human rights activists and 
several heads of state, ac- 
cording to The Washington 
Post, @ consortium mem- 
ber. The journalists work 
for organizations including 
The Associated Press, Re- 
uters, CNN, The Wall Street 
Journal, Le Monde and 
The Financial Times. 

Amnesty also reported 





In this Wednesday, Dec. 9, 2020 file photo Michelle Bachelet, 
UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, speaks during a 
press conference at the European headquarters of the United 
Nations in Geneva, Switzerland. 


that its forensic research- 
ers had determined that 
NSO Group's flagship Peg- 
asus sOyware WAS SUCCESS- 
fully installed on the phone 
of Post journalist Jamal 
Khashoggi’s fiancee, Hati- 


Associated Press 


ce Cengiz, just four days 
after he was killed in the 
Saudi Consulate in Istan- 
bul in 2018. The company 
had previously been impli- 
cated in other spying on 
Khashoggi.} 
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Nicaragua marks 1979 revolution date with opponents jailed 


MANAGUA, Nicaragua 
(AP) — The Nicaraguan 
government organized ral- 
lies and festivities Monday 
to mark the anniversary of 
the July 19, 1979, revolu- 
tion that overthrew dicta- 
tor Anastasio Somoza. But 
with most opposition lead- 
ers jailed, many Nicara- 
guans say President Daniel 
Ortega is acting much like 
Somoza did 42 years ago. 
Several of the leading San- 
dinista revolutionaries who 
fought alongside Ortega in 
1979 have now been jailed 
by him. Most of those ar- 
rested in a crackdown that 
began in late May are be- 
ing held incommunicado, 
at undisclosed locations 
with no access to lawyers 
or family visits. 

Ortega, 75, is seeking a 
fourth consecutive term in 
Nov. 7 elections, and his six 
main potential rivals have 
been detained. Most face 
vague allegations of crimes 
against the state. Ortega 
alleges the country’s April 
2018 street protests were 
part of an organized coup 
attempt with foreign back- 
iNg. 

The coronavirus pandemic 
didn’t stop the ruling San- 
dinista party from deco- 
rating plazas and stadiums 
with the party’s black and 
red flags, and organizing 
concerts, baseball games 
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A youth carries a portrait of Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega during commemorations for 
the anniversary of the triumph of the 1979 Sandinista Revolution that toppled dictator Anastasio 
Somoza in Managua, Nicaragua, late Sunday, July 18, 2021. 


and public rallies. 

Ortega's wife and vice 
oresident, Rosario Murillo, 
said some 5,000 events 
ranging from pinata parties 
for kids to baseball games 
have been scheduled. The 
parties began on Sunday 
night with fireworks and 
revolutionary-era music for 
thousands gathered at Ma- 
nagua’s Plaza de la Fe. 
“Thank God for this revolu- 
tion that has represented 
struggles and victories for 
the dignity of the nation,” 
Murillo said. 


Those currently Under arrest 
include 65-year-old Dora 
Maria Téllez, a former guer- 
rilla commander who later 
solit with Ortega and be- 
came a leader of the San- 
dinista Renovation Move- 
ment. Another jailed former 
Sandinista guerrilla and 
Renovation Movement 
leader, Hugo Torres, Is 73. 

“For us, If is shameful that 
they are marking July 19 
by jailing heroes of the fight 
against Somoza, like Dora 
Maria Tellez, Victor Hugo 
Tinoco and Hugo Torres,” 


Associated Press 


said Monica Baltodano, 
herself a former guerrilla 
commander. 

Tinoco, the leader of the 
political movement  Un- 
amos, is a former assistant 
foreign minister and former 
ambassador to the United 
Nations. 

Tellez led a Sandinista as- 
saulf on the National Pal- 
ace in 1978, taking hos- 
tage members of Somoza's 
congress in exchange for 
the release of rebel pris- 
oners. Following Somoza’s 
overthrow, Tellez served as 





health minister in the first 
Sandinista governmert, 
which ruled from 1979 to 
oC: 

IN a sign of the times, Balto- 
dano spoke to The Associ- 
ated Press in a telephone 
interview from ae “safe 
house” in an undisclosed 
location; she, too, fears she 
will be arrested soon. 

“This regime is the opposite 
of all the Utopia we fought 
for, and for which thou- 
sands of colleagues gave 
their lives,” Baltodano said. 
Some who turned out for 
the festivities said their sup- 
port for Ortega is unshaken. 
“We are here supporting 
the revolution, love, liberty, 
and harmony,” said Cinthia 
Cardoza. 

After the revolution ousted 
Somoza, Ortega _ initially 
ruled until 1990, when he 
lost an election after years 
of U.S.-backed attacks on 
his government. 

He returned to the presi- 
dency in 2007 after three 
failed election attempts 
and won. reelection in 
2011. He then sidestepped 
term limits to get himself 
reelected in 2016, and 
packed courts and gov- 
ernment agencies with al- 
lies. The Sandinista party 
controls the courts and the 
legislature, and has stifled 
Universities and the Roman 
Catholic church. ) 


UAE's top prince in Saudi Arabia for talks with crown prince 


DUBAI, United Arab Emir- 
ates (AP) — Abu Dhabi's 
powerful crown prince 
visited Saudi Arabia for a 
meeting with Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman on 
Monday following weeks 
of soeculation about the 
growing riff between the 
two leaders. If came as 


their nations compete for 


business, regional invest- 
ments and prominence. 

The meeting between 
Sheikh Mohammed. bin 
Zayed, 60, and Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman, 


35, also came a day after 


their energy ministers an- 
nounced a compromise 
on oil production quotas 
that had been preceded 
by rare public commen- 
tary between the OPEC 


allies. Both princes, whose 
nations sit on vast reserves 
of oil, are seen as de-facto 


leaders of their respective 
countries. They oversee 
their country’s armed forc- 





In this handout photograph from the United Arab Emirates’ 
state-run WAM news agency, Abu Dhabi Crown Prince Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Zayed, left, meets with Saudi Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman, in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Monday, July 


19, 2021. 


Associated Press 


es and wield control over 
intelligence and _ foreign 
policy. 

Their meeting in the Saudi 
capital, Riyadh, was at- 
tended by a tight circle 
of three top officials from 
each side. The — state- 
owned Saudi Press Agency 
reoorted few details about 
the meeting, describing 
It as a discussion on the 
“deep-rooted fraternal re- 
lations between the two 
countries” and “the latest 
regional and international 
developments.” 

The news agency reported 
that Crown Prince Mo- 
hammed bin Salman per- 
sonally welcomed Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Zayed upon 
his arrival to Riyadh. 


The two. princes once 


shared a_ brotherly like 
bond, reportedly spend- 
ing time on hunting trips in 
the desert as Abu Dhabi’s 
crown prince mentored 
Saudi Arabia's ambitious 
and brazen heir to the 
throne. Prince Mohammed 
worked to model aspects 
of the kingdom's transfor- 
mation on the successes of 
the United Arab Emirates. 
So close were the two 
de-facto leaders that 
Saudi Arabia and the UAE 
launched into a war in 
Yemen and cut ties with 
neighboring Qatar togeth- 
er. In late 2017, the two 
nations announced a new 
partnershio to coordinate 
in all military, political, eco- 
nomic, trade and cultural 
fields.) 
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By DANICA COTO 
Associated Press 
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) 
— Haiti's designated Prime 
Minister Ariel Henry will re- 
place the country’s interim 
prime minister to honor the 
wishes of the country’s slain 
president, an official told 
The Associated Press on 
Monday. 

It wasn’t immediately clear 
how quickly interim Prime 
Minister Claude Joseph, 
who has been leading Haiti 
with the backing of police 
and the military since the 
July 7 assassination of Presi- 
dent Jovenel Moise, would 
step down. 

“Negotiations are. still in 
course,” Haiti Elections Min- 
ister Mathias Pierre said, 
adding that Joseph would 
go back to being minister 
of foreign affairs. 

Joseoh could not be im- 
mediately reached for 
comment, and Henry did 
not return a message for 
comment. However, he re- 
leased an audio recording 
in which he referred to him- 
self as prime minister and 
called for unity. 

Henry said he would soon 
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Official: Haiti's interim prime minister to step down 





Haiti’s interim Prime Minister Claude Joseph gives a press conference in Port-au-Prince, Friday, 
July 16, 2021, the week after the assassination of Haitian President Jovenel Moise’s on July 7. 


announce the members of 
what he called a provision- 
al consensus government 
that would lead the coun- 
try until elections are held. 

“| present my compliments 
to the Haitian people who 
have shown political matu- 


rity in the face of what can 
be considered a coup. ... 
Our Haitian brothers gave 
peace a chance, while 
leaving the possibility that 
the truth could one day be 
restored,” Henry said. 

“Now if is up to all the na- 


UK gov't backs Guaido claim in fight 
for Venezuelan gold 


By DANICA KIRKA 
Associated Press 


LONDON (AP) — The Brit- 
ish government sought 
Monday to prevent Ven- 
ezuela’s Nicolas Maduro 
from gaining access fo 
nearly $2 billion of gold 
held by the Bank of Eng- 


land as the U.K. Supreme 
Court started hearing a 
case that hinges on the 
question of who should 
be considered the Latin 
American nation’s presi- 
dent. 

Britain told the court that 
its recognition of Opposi- 





Juan Guaido, the leader of Venezuela’s National Assembly 
who says he is also the country’s interim president, gives a 
press conference in Caracas, Venezuela on Dec. 7, 2020, 
left, and Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro speaks in 
Caracas, Venezuela on Jan. 22, 2021. 


Associated Press 


tion leader Juan Guaido 
as president is clear and 
longstanding, and there- 
fore he is the person avu- 
thorized to decide how 
the gold held by Britain’s 
central bank should be 
used. The government's 
statement came after a 
lower court said the U.K.’s 
recognition of Guaido 
was “ambiguous.” 

“The U.K. government has 
the right to decide who 
to recognize as the legiti- 
mate head of a foreign 
state,” the Foreign, Com- 
monwealth and Devel- 
opment Office said in a 
statement. 

Maduro has demanded 
access to the gold fo 
help his cash-starved na- 
tion fight the coronavirus 
pandemic. But the Bank 
of England has refused 
to hand it over, citing the 
British government's rec- 
ognition of Guaido. L) 


Associated Press 


tional leaders to walk to- 
gether in unity, towards the 
same goal, to show that 
they are responsible.” 

The political turnover fol- 
lowed a statement Satur- 
day from a key group of in- 
ternational diplomats that 
appeared to snub Joseph 
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as it called for the creation 
of “a consensual and inclu- 
sive government.” 

The Core Group is com- 
posed of ambassadors from 
Germany, Brazil, Canada, 
Spain, the U.S., France, the 
European Union and repre- 
sentatives from the United 
Nations and the Organiza- 
tion of American States. 
Monique Clesca, a_ Hai- 


tian writer, activist and 
former U.N. official, said 
she doesn’t anticipate 


any changes under Henry, 
whom she expects to car- 
ry on Motse’s legacy. But 
she warned Henry might 
be viewed as tainted be- 
cause of the Core Group's 
involvement. 

"If he accepts this, there 
is not only a perception, 
but the reality that he has 
been put there by the inter- 
national community, and | 
think that’s his burden to 
carry,” she said. 

“What we're calling for is 
for Haitians to really say this 
is Unacceptable. We do 
not want the international 
community stating who 
ought to be in power and 
what ought to be done. It Is 
Up To us.”L) 
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New beginnings after the kitchen table and beyond with new restaurant: 


Infini by Chef Urvin Croes 


PALM BEACH — After spear- 
heading The Kitchen Table for 
five years, receiving notable 
recognitions in USA Today, The 
Daily Meal and earning the #1 
spot on Tripadvisor’s list of Fine 
Dining Restaurants in the Carib- 
bean, Chef Urvin Croes has now 
moved on to higher heights. In- 
fini, his new chef's table, which 
opened at the Blue Residences 
in November 2020, allows the 
Michelin-trained Aruban cu- 
linary artist to create gastro- 
nomic experiences unconfined 
by cultural or regional expec- 
tations. The former The Kitchen 
Table space has since been 
renovated into a suitable cu- 
linary studio to host this vision. 
In describing these changes, 
Croes says: “We opened up the 
entire kitchen and elevated the 
dining tables so guests have a 
front row stadium-like view of 
each step of the preparations. 
The spotlights, which we care- 
fully choreograph, follow the 
plates’ transition from blank 
canvas into culinary works of 
art.” 


“It is a flavor that you cannot de- 
fine, but you can create.” 

He had been sitting on the first 
menu for over a year. Inspired by 
umami, one of the five basic tastes, 
and also Japanese for “essence of 
deliciousness”, Chef Croes strived 
to organically produce this palate 
in each dish of the eight-course 
Chef's Impression. “It is a flavor that 
you cannot define, but you can 
create. Take our popular langous- 
tine for example; we combined 
elements that are rarely paired 
together: the bitter, sour and salty 
flavors of the lemon cream, kom- 
bucha, green grapes, watercress 
and achiote, fused with the sweet 
and delicate taste of the langous- 
tine induce ultimate umami.” 


After hosting the first menu for 
three months, the Executive Chef 
introduced a second tour de force 
in February 2021 — this time a pes- 


catarian menu dedicated to Lent, 
of which Croes has to say: “I want- 
ed to focus on the finest fish in the 
world, they are the protagonists 
of this season.” Visitors can expe- 
rience the second Chef's Impres- 
sion until May 2021, at which point 
Croes and his team will reveal ex- 
citing new flavors for the summer. 


“Without a great team, there is no 
great chef” 

“There is very little | can do by my- 
self. Without a great team, there Is 
no great chef”, says Croes, while 
raving about the six young profes- 
sionals sharing his kitchen. All grad- 
uates of Aruba’s EPI College and 
familiar faces to the Chef as each 
one has completed their culinary 
internship Under his guidance. In 
fact, Infini’s Chef de Cuisine, Ash- 
win Maduro, was Urvin's very first 
student, before relocating to Am- 
sterdam, where he worked at sev- 
eral Michelin-starred restaurants, 
including &moshik (formally &Sam- 
houd Places). Having recently re- 





turned to Aruba, Chef Maduro Is 
thrilled to be reunited with his first 
mentor and hopes to secure Arvu- 
ba’s space on the global map of 
Unique culinary experiences. Simi- 
larly, after four years working in the 
two-Michelin starred restaurant 
Soeectrum, Chef de Partie Moises 
Ramirez returned home to share 
his vast experience in formulating 
recipes with meticulous attention 
to detail and consistency. Further 
down the kitchen line, Chef de 
Partie Alvaro Yi, who has worked 
at the two-Michelin starred FG 
Restaurant, is all about expressing 
himself through cooking and plat- 
ing to create art that you can eat. 
Mixologist Marc-Anthony  Rannis 
brings eight years of experience in 
the fine dining industry to Infini. His 
fine craftsmanship is displayed in 
the unparalleled wine pairings and 
signature cocktails, which include 
his personally homemade syrups, 
garnishes and fresh local ingredi- 
ents. Maitre D’ and Junior Somme- 
lier Jessica Theysen, who previously 
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managed renowned Chef Den- 
nis Huwae’s Restaurant Daalder 
in Amsterdam, is a true storyteller. 
From the moment she serves the 
Salinity welcome drink and the cu- 
linary tale begins, she takes you on 
an adventure around the world 
to discover never-before-tasted 
combinations. Then, towards the 
end of the night, It is his time to 
shine — Pastry Chef Jean-Claude 
Werleman, that is. After soending 
the last two years perfecting his 
recipes in the Pastry Department of 
the Ritz Carlton Aruba, Werleman 
joins Infini fo continue exploring his 
passion for experimenting with col- 
ors and bold flavors. 


“It’s time to show that Aruba is a 
culinary destination of its own” 
“The goal is to leave our visitors 
soeechless. The look on their faces 
whenever they take the first bite 
says It all and it is priceless’’, shares 
Croes, with a smile. Reclaiming the 
soot of number one restaurant in 
the Caribbean is also in sight, but 
this time he will not stop there. “In 
the end, we want Aruba to be 
recognized for its culinary mastery. 
We have trained the best culinary 
artists right here on the island and 
they have proven themselves in- 
ternationally in the most renowned 
kitchens in the world. Now it is time 
to show that Aruba is a culinary 
destination of its own. Who knows 
where that will take us; hopefully to 
infinity and beyond.” 





— Infini located at Blue Residenc- | 

es currently serves an eight- 
course Chef's Impression to up | 
to 21 guests starting at 6:30PM. | 


To make reservations visit www. 
—Infiniaruba.com or call +297- 
— 699-3982. L} 
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Earn 
DOUBLE POINTS 
all day long! 
Use your Players’ Club card 


to play our slots and we'll 


DOUBLE your points! 












Commit yourself to a plastic-free July 


ORANJESTAD 


- Are you aware 
of the law that prohibits the 
use of environmentally harmful 
products? Did you know that the 
National Ordinance Prohibition of 
Environmentally Harmful Products 
( AB2019No.67 ) prohibits the use 
of single-use plastic? Read more 
about this law that regulates which 
products are prohibited from 
importing, purchasing or giving 
away single-use plastic products. 


For the month of July, the Nature 
and Environment Directorate, as 
in previous years, is proposing a 
challenge for the use or purchase 
of plastic products. The platform 
www.plasticfreejuly.orghas q 
challenge available to help those 
who want to change their daily 
habits of using plastic products. 
Advice Is available on the platform 
on how to successfully achieve this 
change, but it helps with how to 
avoid using plastic products and 
for how long. It also includes an 
option where each participant can 
set their level at which he or she 
considers themselves to take the 


next step. Entrants can select the 
time frame they want to be part of 
the challenge for, either for a day, 
a week, or the entire month of July 
or even from now on. Share the link 
with your friends on your personal 
social media so that others can 
know about the challenge you are 
participating in. 

¢ Party balloons or balloons used 
in fishing. It is inevitable that 
these balloons end up in the 
ocean and are eaten by sea 
turtles and fish. This is deadly 
for these species, but also for 
humans if they enter our food 
chain. Humans can eat fish 
that contain microplastics. 
Global research has already 
shown that our food already 
contains microplastics. It is 
recommended to use other 
types of decorations and to fish 
in a more sustainable way. 

e Plastic soda, water and fruit 
juice bottles. Most people 
throw away their empty plastic 
bottles after consumption. 
These can be reused by refilling 
them with tap water. Another 


option Is to buy these products 
in glass bottles or cardboard 
tetra packaging. 

Plastic flowers used _ for 
decorations or at funerals. Use 
fresh flowers or donate to a 
foundation. 

Plastic confetti that is also used 
as decoration Is prohibited and 
can be replaced with paper 
confetti. Foam sheets are also 
made of plastic and can be 
replaced with textiles. 

Plastic pie boxes can be 
replaced with cardboard or 
reusable boxes. 

Disposable face masks can 
be replaced by reusable face 
masks. 

Personal hygiene products: 
Sanitary pads can be replaced 
with the menstrual cup. Instead 
of disposable diapers, use 
reusable diapers, use Q-tips 
with wooden or paper sticks. 
Avoid buying plastic floss sticks 
and disposable razors. 

Refuse coffee cup lids, use 
your own reusable coffee mug. 
Refuse stirrers or plastic straws. 


LOCAL Lia 20 JULY 2021 
BINGO IS BACK? WATCH FOR RETURN OF MONDAY MADNESS _ 


THE SHOPS 
AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Dunkin Donuts | Baskin Robbins | Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
Hungry Piranha | Twist of Flavors | Juan Valdez Caté 
The Brownstone Ribs & Seafood | Subway 
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There are wooden stirrers or 
bring your own reusable stirrer. 


July is the month dedicated to 
raising awareness about using 
plastic products to helo you take 
real action. By taking on challenges 
like plasticfreejuly.org, you help 
reduce the amount of waste and 
pollution that ends up in the landfills 
at Parkietenbos and Sero Teishi. 
The DNM thanks those who have 
already made the transition to a 
plastic-free world and have risen to 
the challenge. Only together can 
we be the change and be part 
of the solution to reduce plastic 
pollution that seriously damages 
the environment and the world we 
live in. 





Aruba to me... 


You are back and we would like to 
portrait you! By inviting you to send 
us your favorite vacation picture 
while enjoying our Happy Island. 


Complete the sentence: Aruba To 
me Is ....... Send your picture with 
that text (including your name and 
where you are from) to: news@arvu- 
batoday.com and we will publish 
your vacation memory. Isn't that 
a special way to keep your best 
moments alive¢g Please do note: By 
submitting photos, text or any oth- 
er materials, you give permission to 
The Aruba Today Newspaper, Ca- 
ribbean Speed Printers and any of 
its affiliated Companies to use said 
materials, as well as names, like- 
ness, etc. for cromotional purposes 





Last but not least: check out our 
website, Instagram and Facebook 
page! Thank you for supporting our 
free newspaper, we strive to make 
you G happy reader every day 
again. 

For today’s newspaper we re- 

ceived a great picture from Bri- 

an and Susan Holt from Tempe, 

Arizona. 

They wrote: 

“Aruba fo us is Paradise & Our 

2nd Home.” L) 





Prepaid High-Speed Internet 
anywhere on the islan 


ORANJESTAD — Are you in Aruba 
for "Workation" and need high- 
speed Internet anywhere at any 
time? SETAR, Aruba's biggest 
telecom provider, offers you the 
fastest wireless Internet plans on 
an LTE network. 


Work remotely on the beach 
via your tablet, laptop, or smart- 
phone and enjoy faster upload 
and download speeds. SETAR 
Prepaid Wireless Broadband of- 
fers you a lower latency rate, 
meaning websites loads faster, 
YouTube does not pause every 
five seconds, and apps down- 
load at a higher speed, all using 





a 


your MIi-Fi device. SETAR Wireless 
Broadband Prepaid offers you 
Internet anywhere for a fixed fee 
without worrying about addition- 
al charges, and it is easy to use 
and access. Choose the bundle 
that suits your budget and needs. 


Visit SETAR Teleshop with loca- 
tions around the island or at the 
airport to check your MI-Fi SIM or 
device.) 
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Article by Etnia Nativa 


WhatsApp us 592 2702 and book your Aruban experience! 
Etnia Nativa is close to high rise Hotels 





Art with roots 








NOORD $. tis difficult, if not impossible, to come up with 
an entirely original concept in Art and when we associ- 
ate art with archeology it is because we have a natu- 
ral interest and love for our ancestors and their survival 
challenges. To reproduce rock art there must be an orig- 
inality that is difficult to define within the conventional 
limitations of that tradition. This unusual task of reproduc- 
ing prehistoric art has to free itself from the postmodern 
political burden and at the same time not be reaction- 
ary, which is no small thing in conservative times. 








Aruban art rock inspired paintings, in particular, have an 
Uncanny ability to tread the aesthetic and political fault- 
line between the Western colonial perspective and that 
of the Aruban cultural and the indigenous landscape 
memory. All these arts work Is indicative of a more sophis- 
ticated re-invigoration of the islands indigenous aspect 
which is gaining force in contemporary art circles. 

The featured works have an approach of depicting Aru- 
ba’s prehistoric culture with its mixed finishes and its non- 
traditional use of the material in its contemporary nuanc- 
es by adding fo this idea as much collected material as 
possible and experimenting with seeds, clay, feathers, 
bones, metal, wood, glass, discarded paints and stones 
to name a few and manage to create works that show 
even more explicitly to their aesthetic ease with color 
and composition. 


In conventional art, the viewer recognizes the iconogra- 
ohy of traditional masters, while art that evokes a prehis- 
toric artistic past uses Unique forms, creating an almost 
surreal way of looking at what has been seen before. 
Being paintings already seen attracts the viewer towards 
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the image and, at the same time, 
the images themselves look back at 
origins, while captivating the viewer’s 
attention, for good or for bad. 


The more a viewer looks at a work of 
art related to archeology, the more 
he realizes its uniqueness; generally 
works that combine authentic tech- 
niques with surrealistic touches that 
make their finish result in a fresh and 
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interesting expression. Each part of 
the archaeological inspired artwork 
emerges independently, and It is this 
strangely ambiguous aspect of the 
overall composition that is particular- 
ly fascinating. The curiosity motivating 
the capture of a native Aruban sense 
of existence, free of external influ- 
ence. In this way and in a more nu- 
anced sense, each recycling work is 
related to nature and the fascination 
by island past cultures. Each art paint- 
ing is studio-based the end-product 
significantly departs from any em- 
pirical image. In the same way, while 
these figurative work references to 
native pottery designs and rock art 
the result is a more cohesive practice 
then may be initially aqoparent. 


Etnia Nativa presents an anthropo- 
logical approach to what we can 
call ancient Aruban natural relations 
UsINg art in order to understand the 
indigenous aesthetic creation of Is- 
land native expressions.]} 


To get to know more over Aruba’s 
and its origins, ifs animals and culture, 
we highly recommend you to book 
your Visit for our renowned cultural en- 
counter session has been enftertain- 
ing curious participants for decades. 


Mail us at etnianativa03@gmail.com 
to confirm your participation. Our fa- 
cilities and activities take place close 
to high rise hotels. 
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We deserve a better credit reporting system 


By LIZ WESTON 

of NerdWallet 

In some ways, the U.S. 
credit reporting system has 
improved. Credit freezes, 
which lock our credit in- 
formation to deter iden- 
tity theft, are now free and 
fast. We have free weekly 
access to our credit re- 
ports, courtesy of the credit 
bureaus Equifax, Experian 
and TransUnion, until April 
20, 2022. Free credit scores 
orovided by banks, cred- 
it card issuers and other 
companies allow us to eas- 
ily monitor for signs of fraud 
and other problems. 
Unfortunately, our credit 
information still isn’t as ac- 
curate, easy to obtain or 
secure as it needs to be. 
These failures mean Con- 
gress and regulators need 
to step in. 

ERRORS ABOUND IN CREDIT 
REPORTS 

A 2012 study by the Federal 
Trade Commission found 
that 26% of consumers had 
an error on aft least one of 
their credit reports, while 5% 
reported inaccuracies seri- 
ous enough to potentially 
trigger higher interest rates 
or insurance premiums. 
Nine years later, accuracy 
is still an issue. Earlier this 
year, Consumer Rep orts re- 
cruited nearly 6,000 volun- 
teers to check their reports. 
The results: 34% found at 
least one error or account 
they didn’t recognize. (Un- 
like the longer-term FIC 
study, the Consumer Re- 
ports effort was not a rep- 
resentative sample of the 





This undated file photo provided by NerdWallet shows Liz 
Weston, a columnist for the personal finance website. 
(NerdWallet via Associated Press) 


population, says Syed Ejaz , 
qa policy analyst and author 
of the Consumer Reports 
study.) 

There simply aren’t enough 
incentives for credit bu- 
reaus to get things right. 
Their primary customers are 
financial institutions that 
can profit if someone who's 
creditworthy gets charged 
a higher rate because of a 
mistake, says independent 
journalist Bob Sullivan , au- 
thor of “Your Evil Twin: Be- 
hind the Identity Theft Epi- 
demic.” 

“We say it all the time, but 
| feel like it’s never said 
enough: We are not their 
customers. Banks are their 
customers,” Sullivan says. 
Because business interests 


dwarf consumers’ con- 
cerns, the government 
needs to step in. The FIC 
and the Consumer Finan- 
cial Protection Bureau 
should establish stronger 
accuracy regulations and 
enforce the ones already 
on the books, Ejaz says. 
CREDIT BUREAUS PROFIT 
FROM CONSUMER CONFU- 
SION 

Search for “free credit re- 
port,” “annual credit re- 
port” or even “AnnualCre- 
ditReport.com.” The first re- 
sults are likely to be ads for 
other sites that shill credit 
monitoring. The real site Is 
often halfway down the 
page, with no_ indication 
that it’s the official, federal- 
ly mandated place to get 


free credit reports. 

People are understandably 
confused when they click 
on the other links and are 
asked for a credit card of- 
ten after they've input sen- 
sitive information, including 
their Social Security num- 
ber and birthdate. (The 
real site doesn’t require a 
credit card.) They're even 
more dismayed when their 
supposedly free credit re- 
ports turn into a recurring 
subscription that could cost 
$20 to $40 a month. 

The real site should be the 
first search result for key- 
words related to free credit 
reports. Also, any company 
buying ads for these key- 
words should be required 
to have a prominent but- 
ton saying something like, 
“Looking for AnnualCre- 
ditReport.com? Click here” 
with a link to the correct 
site. The search engines, 
credit bureaus and other 
companies selling credit 
monitoring are unlikely to 
do this on their own, so law- 
makers need fo act. 

While we're at if, let’s ditch 
the idea that access to our 
credit reports should be 
only once a year, or what- 
ever cadence the bureaus 
decree. It’s our data, typi- 
cally collected without our 
permission and with no way 
to opt out. If the credit bu- 
reaus won't expand our 
access, Congress should. 
IDENTITY ‘VERIFICATION’ 
SYSTEMS BLOCK THE 
WRONG PEOPLE 

More than one out of 10 
people in the Consumer 


All 
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Reports study said it was 
“difficult” or “very diffi- 
cult” to get their credit re- 
ports, often because they 
couldn't answer the bvu- 
reaus’ identity verification 
questions. 

You know who doesn’t 
have trouble with those 
questions? Identity thieves. 
They use information culled 
from database breaches, 
such as the massive one at 
Equifax that exposed sensi- 
tive financial data of most 
adult Americans, to access 
people's credit reports with 
relative ease. 

“You don’t remember who 
holds your mortgage be- 
cause it’s been sold five 
times. But a criminal has 
got all the information right 
in front of them,” Sullivan 
Says. 

Sullivan has some sympa- 
thy for the credit bureaus. 
Finding the right balance 
between security and con- 
venience can be tough. 
One solution is to make 
the information in credit 
reports, primarily Social Se- 
curity numbers, less valu- 
able. These numbers were 
meant to track our earn- 
ings history, not to be an 
all-ourpose identifier. Stolen 
Social Security numbers al- 
low criminals to open fraud- 
ulent credit accounts, steal 
tax refunds, get medical 
care using someone else’s 
insurance and even pose 
as someone else if they get 
arrested. Other countries 
have separate identifica- 
tion systems for different 
uses; so should we.) 


Pandemic recession ended in April 2020, shortest on record 


By CHRISTOPHER RUGABER 


AP Economics Writer 


WASHINGTON (AP) — It hit like a derailed train, was hugely destructive but short-lived. 
The recession that broke out with the onset of the coronavirus pandemic lasted just 
two months, officially ended in April 2020. That makes it the shortest downturn on re- 
cord, according to the committee of economists that determines when recessions 


begin and end. 


The U.S. economy reached a peak in February 2020, the National Bureau of Economic 
Research’s Business Cycle Dating Committee said Monday. The recession began the 
following month and ended in April. 
The NBER said the recession ended that month because that is when the economy 
reached its lowest point in terms of jobs and output. The end of the recession does not 
mean the economy was fully recovered. It only began to rebound in May 2020, the 


committee said. 


The recovery has continued in fits and starts for the past year and by some measures Is 
nearly complete. The economy's output of goods and services likely reached its pre- 
pandemic level in the April-June quarter, analysts estimate. LL) 





In this Dec. 18, 2020, file photo, a person passes the office 
of the California Employment Development Department in 
Sacramento, Calif. 


Associated Press 
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In this Jan. 14, 2021 photo made available by Blue Origin, the New Shepard NS-14 rocket lifts off 
from Launch Site One in West Texas. 


Associated Press 


EXPLAINER: How Blue Origin’s Jeff Bezos 


will soar into space 


By MARCIA DUNN 

AP Aerospace Writer 

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) — When Blue 
Origin launches people into space for 
the first time, founder Jeff Bezos will be on 
board. No test pilots or flignt engineers for 
Tuesday's debut flight from West Texas, just 
Bezos, his brother, an 82-year-old aviation 
pioneer and a teenage tourist. 

The capsule is entirely automated, unlike 
Richard Branson's Virgin Galactic rocket 
plane that required two pilots to get him 
to soace and back a week ago. 
Branson’s advice?g “Just sit back, relax, 
look out of the window, just absorb the 
view outside,” he said on CBS’ “The Late 
Show with Stephen Colbert.” 

Differences in quirks and rockets aside, the 
billionaire rivals are gearing up to launch 
just about anybody willing to shell out hun- 
dreds of thousands of dollars for a brief up- 
and-down space hop. 

A brief look at what awaits Bezos and his 
Dassenge’'s: 

BEZOS ON BOARD 

Bezos created Blue Origin in 2000, a move 
that he said prompted his high school girl- 
friend to observe, “Jeff started Amazon 
just to get enough money to do Blue Ori- 
gin and | can't prove her wrong.” He has 
said he finances the rocket company by 
selling $1 billion in Amazon stock a year. 
Bezos caught the space bug at age 5 
while watching Neil Armstrong and Buzz 
Aldrin’s moon landing on July, 20, 1969. 
He chose the 52nd anniversary for his own 
launch. Enamored by space history, Bezos 
named his New Shepard rocket after Alan 
Shepard, the first American in soace, and 
his bigger, still-in-develooment New Glenn 
rocket after John Glenn, the first Ameri- 
can in orbit. The 57-year-old Bezos who 
also owns The Washington Post stepped 
down as Amazon's CEO earlier this month 
and last week donated $200 million to the 


Smithsonian Institution to renovate its Na- 
tional Air and Soace Museum and launch 
an education center. “To see the Earth 
from space, it changes you. If changes 
your relationship with this planet, with hu- 
manity,” he said. “It’s a thing I’ve wanted 
to do all my life.” 

WHO ELSE IS FLYING 

Bezos personally invited two of his fellow 
passengers his 50-year-old brother Mark, 
an investor and volunteer firefighter, and 
female aviation pioneer Wally Funk. Joining 
them will be Oliver Daemen, a last-minute 
fill-in for the winner of a $28 million charity 
auction who had a scheduling conflict. At 
age 82, Funk will become the oldest per- 
son in space. She was among 13 female 
pilots the so-called Mercury 13 who took 
the same fests in the early 1960s as NASA's 
Mercury 7 astronauts, but were barred be- 
cause of their gender. “Finally!” Funk ex- 
claimed when offered a seat alongside 
Bezos. As for the Dutch Daemen who at 18 
will become the youngest person In soace 
his financier father bid on the capsule seat 
in June, but dropped out when the price 
soared. Blue Origin came calling just over 
a week ago, after the unidentified auction 
winner switched to a later flight. The teen- 
age space fanatic, who starts college this 
fall, is Blue Origin’s first paying customer; no 
word on what his ticket cost. 

ROCKET AND CAPSULE 

While Bezos won't be the first boss to ride 
to soace on his own rocket, he can lay 
claim to strapping in for his company’s first 
human launch. He's also aiming higher, 
with an anticipated altitude of about 66 
miles (106 kilometers) versus Branson's 53.5 
miles (86 kilometers). Blue Origin’s 60-foot 
(18-meter) New Shepard rocket will ac- 
celerate toward space at three times the 
soeed of sound, or Mach 3, before sepa- 
rating from the capsule and returning for 
an upright landing. LJ 
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Classifieds 





All Time Share Owners 

Do you want to sell your Time 
-Share ? 

Contact the experts 36 Years of 
doing honest business 

“Free Listings 

*Free Appraissal report 

*Free Advertiment 

*Handle all legal documents 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Renaissance Suites 

Private Islands 

1 Bedroom ,1 Bath week 31 and 
32 

Room # 2111and 2115 

Ground floor pool/ ocean view 
Price :$ 5 K each 

Call :01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Renaissance Suites 

Private Islands 

1 Bedroom ,1 Bath week 29 and 
30 

Room # 2508 Garden view 
Week 31 room # 2336 Harbor / 
ocean view Price :5 K each 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Renaissance Suites 
Private Islands 

1 Bedroom ,1 Bath 

Week 30 Room #2519 

5th floor Pool/ Ocean View 
Price: $5K 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Costa Linda Beach resort 
Eagle Beach 

2 Bedroom , 2 Bath 

Week #32 room # 4021 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Aruba Divi Phoenix 
Palm Beach 

1 Bedroom 1 1/2 bath 
Week #32 room # 502 

28 weeks remain 

Price : $ 8K 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


La Cabana Beach and casino 
Eagle Beach 

1 Bedroom, 1 Bath 

Week 31 and 32 room # 241 A 
Friday check in 

Price : $ 5K each 
Call:011-297-630-1307 





Eagle Beach Resort 

1 Bedroom , 1 Bath 

Week #27 and 28 room #2530 
Friday check in 

Price : $ 7 K both weeks 
Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Marriott Surf and Ocean Club 
Gold Season 

1 Bedroom Ocean View $ 5 K 
2 Bedroom Ocean View $ 8 K 
2 Bedroom Garden View $7K 

2 Bedroom Ocean Side $ 9 K 
2 Bedroom Ocean Front $18 K 
3 Bedroom Ocean View $12 K 
Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Condo For Sale 

Golf Course 

3 Bedroom ,2 1/2 Bath 
Ocean View 

Fully furnished , Garage 
Price : $450K 

Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Time Share Resales + Realty 


House For sale 

Golf course 

4 Bedroom , 3 Bath 

Fully furnished ,Pool 
Ocean view 

Price :$700K 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Condo Gold Coast 

3 Bedroom , 2 Bath 

Fully Furnished , 

Price :$300K 

Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Condo Le Vent 

Eagle Beach 

3 Bedroom , 3 1/2 Bath 
Fully furnished Ground floor 
Price : $800K 

Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 





! Own or Rent a piece of the Rock 
For up to 70 % Off stay @5 Star Resort 
: * All inventory available 


Visit our website : 
www.halleytimetravelaruba.com 
For more info call:(297) 630-1307 

johnnypaesch@ gmail.com 
also visit(new): 
www.halleyadventures.com 
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Condo Oasis 

Eagle Beach 5th Floor 
Top floor 

2 Bedroom , 2 Bath 

Fully furnished 

Price :$ 650 K 

Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Condo Sunset Villas 

Eagle Beach 

2 Bedroom , 2 Bath 

Price : $ 380 K 

Call: 011-297-630-1307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
214402 
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aa HEALTH 
DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
el. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Eagle (Maria) Tel. 585 145 
San Nicolas: 

San Lucas Tel. 584 5119 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


100 

927 3140 
527 3200 
927 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 

115 

982 2219 


588 0035 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
et Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
el. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
el. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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Look back in laughter: ‘The Daily Show’ celebrates at 25 


By MARK KENNEDY 

AP Entertainment Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Long be- 
fore there was fake news, 
there was a fake news 
show. 

Comedy Central's “The 
Daily Show” launched 25 
years ago this month, dedi- 
cated to skewering journal- 
ism and warning viewers 
about how they take in 
their news. 

“We became the watch- 
dogs of the watchdog,” 
said co-creator Lizz Win- 
stead. “Nobody had done 
it before so the world was 
Our oyster.” 

Over the years, “The Daily 
Show” first hosted by Craig 
Kilborn, then Jon Stewart 
and now Trevor Noah has 
skewered the left and right 
by making the media a 
character and playing it 
absolutely straight, no mat- 
ter how ridiculous. 
Co-creator Madeleine 
Smithberg explains their 
a-ha moment: “What if we 
pretend we are them? And 
the more serious we act, 
the absolute more ridicu- 
lous we can be?¢ We can 
satirize the news industry 
along with the news.” 
Winstead and Smithberg 
are celebrating the silver 
anniversary on Monday 
with a 90-minute streaming 
celebration that will include 
special guests, d Q&A and 
appearances from the first 
corresoondents: A. Whit- 
ney Brown, Beth Littleford 
and Brian Unger. Proceeds 
will benefit Abortion Access 
Front. 

While Winstead left as head 
writer before Stewart took 
over as host in 1999, Smith- 
berg stayed for more than 
seven years, hiring such key 
talent as Stephen Colbert, 
Steve Carell, Ed Helms, Rob 
Corddry, Mo Rocca and 
Lewis Black. 

The co-creators built a 
show that would go on to 
win dozens of Emmys, two 
Peabody Awards and hon- 
ors from the Writer’s Guild, 
the NAACP and GLAAD. 
They established a format 
that proved sturdy enough 
to outlast various hosts. 
“They got to just move into 
the house and not worry 
about the plumbing and 
not worry about the root. 
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In this combination photo, Craig Kilborn, former host of “The Daily Show,” appears at the premiere of “Old School” in Los Angeles 
on Feb. 13, 2003, from left, Jon Stewart appears during a taping of “The Daily Show with Jon Stewart” in New York on Nov. 30, 2011 
and Trevor Noah appears during a taping of “The Daily Show with Trevor Noah” in New York on Sept. 29, 2015. 


What they could just do Is 
start decorating and then 
start adding to it and then 
just really having the parties 
they wanted,” said Win- 
stead. 

The show was an evolution- 
ary leap from previous at- 
tempts to skewer news like 
“That Was the Week That 
Was,” “Weekend Update” 
on “Saturday Night Live” 
and HBO’s “Not Necessar- 
ily the News.” But despite its 
popularity and endurance, 
neither co-creator sees 
much change in the way 
TV news operates. 

“We couldn't have handed 
the media a bigger mirror 
with which to look at them- 
selves and say, ‘| guess we 
need to self-correct,’” said 
Winstead. “And instead, a 
lot of cable news was like, 
‘Oh, what people want in 
the news is wacky graph- 
ics.’ 

Winstead had always been 
a comedian mining social 
and political humor, but it 
took the way CNN covered 
the first Gulf War that led 
her to “The Daily Show.” 
On the first night of the 
conflict Winstead was at 
Qa bar on an unfortunate 
blind date the cable net- 
work played martial mv- 
sic, threw up lots of snazzy 
graphics and seemed to 
relish the conflict. 

“There was da purposeful- 
ness to making this cov- 


erage seem almost like it 
was a video game or a TV 
show,’ she recalled. “Il was 
thinking, ‘Are they trying to 
report on a war or try fo sell 
me a ware’” 

She later happened to 
move into the same New 
York apartment building 
as Smithberg, who had 
worked on David Letter- 
man’s late-night show and 
was producing an MIV 
show with Stewart. Smith- 
berg asked Winstead if 
she’d be a segment pro- 
ducer and she agreed. 
When that show was can- 
celed, the two then went 
on to create “The Daily 
Show.” 

They pointed to two things 
that made their job easi- 
er. One, Comedy Central 
gave them a full year to 
work out the bugs, mean- 
ing less pressure for ratings 
and a workplace guaran- 
tee that could attract tal- 
ent. 

Second was the presence 
of Unger, a former CBS vet- 
eran who had become dis- 
ilusioned with TV journalism. 
He taught the staff the tricks 
of the trade: The furrowed 
brow, the serious listen- 
ing face, the nodding, the 
pursing of the lips and the 
camera turns. The working 
title of the show was never 
intended to be final but 
won by default. Options in- 
cluded “The Daily Scope,” 


“The Daily Roundup” and 
even “The Daily Poop” but 
nothing felt right. 

“We never came up with a 
better title. Basically, if was 
always called ‘The Daily 
Show’ because it was a de- 
scription of what we were 
doing,” said Smithberg. 
The TV landscape when 
“The Daily Show” made its 
debut on July 22, 1996, was 
evolving. CNN was well- 
established, MSNBC had 
just started as a 24-hour 
network and Fox would fol- 
low. With not much fo fill all 
those hours, many turned 
to prurient topics and be- 
came easy fodder for sat- 
ire. 

The show’s long-term leg- 
acy as a talent incuba- 
tor is sterling. If became a 
launching pad for the likes 
of Aasif Mandvi, Jon Oliver, 
Larry Wilmore, Jordan Klep- 
oer and Samantha Bee. 
Critics have sometimes 
complained that “The Daily 
Show” has bred cynicism, a 
charge the co-creators re- 
ject. The show didn't intend 
to be a fact-checker or a 
truth-teller but morohed 
into one because the TV 
media devolved, they ar- 
gue. 

“Where people should 
have channeled their an- 
ger is at the media, whose 
job it is every single day in 
newspapers and in their 
24-hour-news channels to 


Associated Press 


give us a smarter elector- 
ate,” said Winstead. 
Smithberg points to one 
moment in particular when 
the show seemed fo turn a 
corner the 2000 U.S. elec- 
tion. When Florida became 
Undecided, if triggered a 
weekslong recount that 
“The Daily Show” carefully 
detailed in all its absurdity. 
“It was during that time 
that ‘The Daily Show,’ 
as you know and love if, 
emerged,” she said. “That's 
when the legitimate me- 
dia really fell in love with us 
because we were the only 
ones that could show how 
not normal this situation 
was.” 

It ultimately led to fake 
journalists from “The Daily 
Show” being § interviewed 
and featured by real jour- 
nalists: “That was kind of a 
surreal moment because 
the show that’s just like 
poking holes in the media 
is suddenly the media dar- 
ling.” said Smithberg. LJ 
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By TIM REYNOLDS 

AP Basketball Writer 

The U.S. Olympic men's 
basketball team has been 
together for two weeks. 
There have been six prac- 
tices. The team played four 
exhibitions. A pair of ros- 
ter changes have already 
been required and the 
Americans have no idea 
when three other players 
will join the team for the first 
time. 

lf that wasn’t enough, 
shortly before they were 
scheduled to fly on Mon- 
day, they found out Zach 
LaVine has entered the 
health and safety protocols 
and wouldn't be accom- 
panying them on the flight 
to Tokyo. 

All that probably isn’t the 
formula for Olympic suc- 
cess, but ready or not, To- 
kyo awaits. 

“It's a little bit different,” 
U.S. coach Gregg Popov- 
ich said. 

No, it’s a lot different. Un- 
orecedented, really, just 
like almost everything else 
about these Tokyo Olym- 
pics that start on Friday. 
The U.S. the three-time de- 
fending men’s basketball 
gold medalist was leaving 
Las Vegas on Monday for 
the trip to Japan, where it'll 
commence final prepara- 
tions for the start of the To- 
kyo Games. 

The plan is to have four 
more practices in Japan 
before opening Olympic 
play against France on July 
25. The Americans have 12 
names on the roster; only 
eight will be with the team 
for the trio to Japan be- 
cause three Khris Middle- 
ton, Jrue Holiday and Devin 
Booker are still playing In 
the NBA Finals and LaVine 
is in the protocols. There Is 
hope that LaVine will be 
able to join the team at 
some point in the not-too- 
distant future, but he wasn’t 
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Ready or not: Short-handed U.S. basketball roster off to Tokyo 
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United States players celebrate after defeating Spain in an exhibition basketball game in 


preparation for the Olympics, Sunday, July 18, 2021, in Las Vegas. 


cleared for Monday's flight. 
“| think all of us are bet- 
ter for the adversity we go 
through, because you el- 
ther handle it or you don’t,” 
Popovich said. “You figure 
it out. And these guys have 
had to do that. They’ve 
kept their heads up. There 
might be a disappointment 
here or there, or an event 
that takes place, but they 
move on. And that’s what 
life’s all about. So, this is no 
different.” 

The adversity has come in 
bunches for the Americans. 
During their two-week stay 
in Las Vegas: 

Bradley Beal was forced 
to leave the team for virus- 
related reasons and Kevin 
Love backed out because 
of an injury. 

Jerami Grant was briefly in 
the health and safety pro- 
tocols related to the virus 
and missed a few days. 

Keldon Johnson was pro- 
moted from the Select 
Team (the players brought 
to Las Vegas so they could 


practice against the Olym- 
pians) to replace Beal, and 
JaVale McGee was added 
to the roster to replace 
Love. McGee was with the 
team for Sunday’s exhibi- 
tion finale against Spain 
but did not play, meaning 
his first action with this team 
will be during actual Olym- 
pic competition. 

Oh, and the Americans lost 
to Nigeria and Australia, 
had to cancel the rematch 
against the Australians, 
and for a brief while had 
only six of the 12 Olympic 
team members available in 
camp. 

“We're still won't have 
those other three, but at 
this point that’s not going 
to change,” Popovich said. 
“We just have to perse- 
vere and find ways to keep 
them in shape even though 
we're not going to be able 
to execute too much very 
well. 

So, we're going to have 
to figure ouf common de- 
nominators for this exact 
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group. Less is more, so to 
speak. Inventing the wheel 
would be the worst thing 
we can do for this group.” 

Middleton, Holiday and 
Booker will play Tuesday 
night in Game 6 of the NBA 
Finals. If Milwaukee wins 
that game the Bucks, with 
Middleton and_ Holiday, 
lead Booker and the Phoe- 
nix Suns 3-2 in that series 
they would win the NBA 
title. 

That would also mean the 
trio could be in Japan by 
the weekend, giving time 
to join the Americans for at 
least one practice in ad- 
vance of the game against 
France. 

If Phoenix forces Game 7, 
it would be Thursday night, 
the day before the open- 
ing ceremony in Tokyo, 
three days before the U.S.- 
France game. 

A grueling playoff run is 
daunting enough on play- 
ers; a grueling playoff run 
followed by a flight halfway 
around the world is not the 
recipe for fresh legs, so it’s 
anyone’s guess how ef- 
fective Middleton, Holiday 
and Booker will be when 
they get to Japan. 

Popovich doesn’t 
what fo expect. 

“| have no idea. You know, 
I'm not trying to be glib. 
I’m just totally transparent,” 


KNOW 


Popovich said. “We've 
thought about, ‘Are they 
going to have jet lag? Is it 
going to be like two days 
later after they land and 
they'll be OKe’ ... In some 
ways, it might depend on 
if everybody else is healthy. 
If they're not, they’ve got 
to play. So, we've gone 
over lots of scenarios. We 
haven't figured if out yet, 
that’s for sure.” 

And that's a rarity, Popov- 
ich being at a loss for an- 
SWEIS. 

“He takes it very seriously,” 
said Johnson, who also 
plays for Popovich with the 
SPUIS. 

The five-time NBA champi- 
on as San Antonio’s coach 
has matched wits with 11 
different members of the 
Basketball Hall of Fame in 
his career. The Spurs have 
won 60% of those games, 
a fancy way of saying 
that the best minds to ever 
coach the game lose three 
of every five times they face 
Popovich. He has a history 
of having the answers. 

But as he heads to Tokyo, 
for an Olympics amid a 
pandemic, without fans 
and without one-quarter 
of his roster, even he’s still 
scratching his head. 

Plus, the U.S. opener in To- 
kyo Is no cakewalk France 
is the team that ousted the 
U.S. from medal conten- 
tion at the 2019 Basketball 
World Cup in China, the 
tournament that was Popo- 
vich’s debut as the head 
coach of the American 
program. 

And Popovich, who typi- 
cally doesn’t reveal any- 
thing by accident, said 
Sunday night that the 
Americans have been pre- 
paring for France “for two 
years,’ a clear nod to what 
happened in China. 

“We still have a long way 
to go,” Popovich — said. 
“And we've got another 
week before we play, so, 
although that’s not a long 
time ... | think it’s wonder- 
ful because we need that 
time. 

So, hopefully we'll contin- 
ue to improve during the 
week, and be ready to 
play a very good French 
team.”) 


TUESDAY 20 wu fl6{SPORTS 


Cowher caps unlikely success story with Hall of Fame nod 


By WILL GRAVES 

AP Sports Writer 

On the surface, Bill Cowher 
looked like he wasn’t ready 
to be an NFL head coach. 
Too young. Too anony- 
mous. Too unproven. 

So while the then-34-year- 
old Cowher might have 
been on the list to replace 
Chuck Noll following Noll’s 
retirement after the 1991 
season, thanks to the en- 
thusiastic endorsement of 
mentor Marty Schotten- 
heimer, he wasn't exactly 
at the top of if. 

“We thought we were go- 
ing to need somebody 
older,” said Art Rooney Il, 
the team’s vice president 
at the time Noll stepped 
away. 

Yet there was something 
about Cowher’s manner 
that stuck with Rooney 
and his father, team chair- 
man Dan Rooney, as they 
set about finding someone 
to take over for the most 
successful coach in fran- 
chise history. The more the 
Rooneys talked to the for- 
mer special teamer who 
grew up four miles from 
Three Rivers Stadium, the 
more they were won over 
by Cowher’s combination 
of intelligence and cha- 
risma. 

“You could see he was 
somebody who was going 
to be able to command 





Pittsburgh Steelers head coach Bill Cowher reacts on the center stage after the Steelers’ 21-10 
win over the Seattle Seahawks in the Super Bowl XL football game in Detroit, in this Sunday, Feb. 
5, 2006, file photo. 


the team, have the pres- 
ence fo stand in front of a 
group of twentysomethings 
every day and keep their 
attention,” said Art Rooney, 
now the team president. 

That was something Cow- 
her did for 15 seasons, 170 
wins, one Super Bowl title 
and an appearance in 
another. His jaw jutting out 
from underneath a mous- 
tache that gave him an 


everyman blue-collar vibe, 
Cowher re-established 
the Steelers as one of the 
league’s marquee _§ fran- 
chises with a style as impas- 
sioned as Noll’s was profes- 
sorial. “You know, you fol- 
low a guy like Chuck Noll, 
| don't even think there’s 
any pressure, because 
you're not even going to 
come close to doing what 
he did in terms of ... the run 


Nobel Peace Prize winner says 
Olympics deserves the award 


TOKYO (AP) — The Olym- 
pic movement deserves to 
win the Nobel Peace Prize, 
former award winner Mu- 
hammad Yunus said Mon- 
day. 

Yunus, a Bangladeshi 
banker who was awarded 
his Nobel in 2006 for pio- 
neering micro-credit loans 
to impoverished people, 
has worked with the Inter- 
national Olympic Commit- 
tee on a business program 
for athletes. 

“| think it has a very good 
case to establish itself as 
a candidate,” Yunus said 
in an online conference 
call ahead of receiving 
an Olympic award at the 


opening ceremony of the 
Tokyo Games on Friday. 
Yunus cited North and 
South Korean athletes 
marching under one flag 
at the opening ceremony 
of the 2018 Pyeongchang 
Winter Games as an exam- 
ple of the Olympics using 
sports to create peace. 

“If that is not peace-mak- 
ing | don't know what it is,” 
Yunus said. “Definitely the 
Olympics has a tremen- 
dous reason to believe it 
can win the peace prize 
one day.” 

His comments came seven 
months before the 2022 
Bejing Winter Games, 
which activists have 


branded the “Genocide 
Games” because of Chi- 
na's treatment of Muslim 
minority Uyghur people 
in the western Xinjiang re- 
gion. 

Asked Monday if sports 
should be rewarding or en- 
gaging with China, Yunus 
referred to the ancient tra- 
dition of the Olympic truce 
revived by the modern 
Olympic Games. 

“The whole spirit of the 
Olympics is to get togeth- 
er,” he said of the truce 
IN ancient Greece that 
allowed free passage of 
athletes and spectators 
from rival city-states to aft- 
tend the event and return 
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they had in the ‘70s, what 
he did for the city of Pitts- 
burgh and rejuvenating 
that whole city,” Cowher 
said. 

Maybe, but Cowher came 
oretty close. And 15 years 
after stepping away, Cow- 
her will follow in Noll’s foot- 
steps once again when 
he is inducted into the Pro 
Football Hall of Fame next 
month.Not bad for a former 
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Workers take their break near the Olympics Village for Beijing 





linebacker who spent his 
brief four-year NFL career 
in the early 1980s as a spe- 
cial teams ace who got by 
more on guile and innate 
football IQ than athletic 
ability. 

“| just was very average 
skill set but | knew how to 
do all the little things to get 
by,”’ Cowher said. “And so, 
that was my idea. | was like 
a teacher. | always liked 
teaching. And teaching is 
finding a way to connect 
with your students, and 
those were the players, 
those were the coaches, 
and sol embraced it all.” 
Schottenheimer hired 
Cowher as an_ assistant 
in Cleveland in 1985 and 
the two headed west to 
Kansas City in 1989. Cow- 
her soent two years as the 
defensive coordinator for 
the Chiefs, and when the 
Steelers started exploring 
who would lead them into 
the post-Noll era, Schot- 
tenheimer gave Cowher a 
rousing endorsement. 
“Even though he was 
that young, Marty felt re- 
ally good about him being 
ready to go,” Rooney said. 
And he was. Cowher's im- 
pact on the Steelers was 
immediate. They made the 
playoffs in each of his first six 
seasons, reaching the 1996 
Super Bowl before falling to 
the Dallas Cowboys.) 





2022 Olympic and Paralympic Winter Games and Paralympic 
Winter Games, during a media tour in Zhangjiakou in 
northwestern China’s Hebei province on Wednesday, July 14, 


2021. 


home. “After the Olympics 
truce is over, go back if 
you want to whatever you 
want to do, where you are 
coming from.” 

On Friday, Yunus will re- 
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ceive the IOC's Olympic 
Laurel award, which rec- 
ognizes people for their 
work in education, de- 
velopment and peace in 
sport.) 


